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A WORD FRUM YUU MINISTER 


My very first word here must be one of congratulations. 
Many people have asked: “How could all this hap- 
pen?” There is but one answer — personal dedication. 
This glorious day of consecration gives fitting expression 
to the faith, courage, and sacrifice of the people of 
First Church. 

In 1957 the corner stone of our fine Education Building 
was laid, and in 1958 that building was finished. Your 
minister of those days, the Rev. Calvin Rodeheffer, led 
you magnificently through this accomplishment. But 
you would not stop with a job half completed. You 
paused just long enough to take stock and re-align your 
forces. Then you went on with determination to the 


complete fulfillment of your dream. 


Our physical facilities are second to none in our County. 
Of them, we can justly be proud. With them, ‘we 
should do much to the glory of God and the extension 


of His Kingdom. , Without rich, spiritual achievement 


our physical accomplishments are of little serious con- 
" sequence. 


On this day of ‘consecration let us dedicate parece 

anew to the task of making our beautiful church a spir- 
itual force whose influence will ever be felt in our com- 
munity — and unto the uttermost parts of the world. 


Grorce A. Brown 
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UPENING SERVICES 


CONSECRATION SUNDAY ; é January 14, 1962 


9:30 A. M. 


Bishop Hazen G. Werner, D. D., S. T. D., L. L. D. 
Resident Bishop, The Ohio Area, 
The Methodist Church 


DISTRICT SUNDAY : : , * January 21, 1962 
9:30 A. M. 


The Rev Harold F. Kellogg, D. D. 
Superintendent, The Dayton District, 
The’ Methodist Church 
January 28, 1962 


HOME-COMING SUNDAY 
| 9:30 ADM 
The Rev. Calvin CG. Rodcheffer” B: AMID: 
Minister, McKendree Methodist Church, Columbus, Ohio 
7:30 P. M. : 
Music — Organ Recital — Our New Organ ; 


Organist, Wilbur Held, S. M. D., F. A. G. O. 
Head of the Department of Organ, 
Ohio State University i 


COMMUNION SUNDAY : “ E February 4, 1962 
9:30 A. M. 


The Rev. Noble R. Schlechty 
The Rev. George A. Brown, B. A., B. Th. 
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BUILDING COMMITTEES 


THE Epucation BuILDING 


General Chairman — Hugh A. Staley 
FINDINGS COMMITTEE 
Robert Duncan, Chairman; Jack Shrader and Mrs. John Raudabaugh. 
ARCHITECT COMMITTEE 


Max Harley, Chairman; Frank Crump, Elton Davis, Dan Miller, Paul 
Shultz, James Thomas, Earl Hittle, Max Shoemaker, James Shockney, 
Robert Duncan, Mrs. Carl Albrecht and Mrs. John D. Raudabaugh. 


PROMOTION COMMITTEE 


Paul Hannah, Chairman; Mrs. Hugh Tearney, Mrs. Carl Albrecht, 
Leonard Getz, Clarence Karschner, Robert Roll and Robert Slonaker. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE 


Don Hittle, Chairman; G. D. Keesecker, Jack Spratlen, Mrs. Richard 


Breaden, Fred Scott, S. S. Smith, Lawrence Stephens, Robert Riegel 
and Miss Ruth Flood. : 


THE SANCTUARY BUILDING 


BUILDING COMMITTEE 
Hugh A. Staley, Chairman 
Mrs. Carl Albrecht, Secretary 
Paul Hannah, S. S. Smith, Max Shoemaker, Kenneth Pritchard, Don 
Hittle, Dwight Hush, Max Harley, Richard Clippinger, David Leibson, 
Robert Harbage, Dan Miller, Mrs. Dan Miller, George Wiles, G. D. 
Keesecker, Mrs. G. D. Keesecker, Mrs. C. J. Mills, James D. Shockney, 
Mrs. Richard Redett, Dwight Welsh, John D. Raudabaugh, Mrs. Fred 
McMillin, Lawrence Stephens and Earl Hittle. 


PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 
Hugh A. Staley and Miss Elizabeth Lynch. 
DECORATING COMMITTEE 


Rey. George A. Brown, Chairman; Mrs. G. D. Keesecker, Mrs Carl 


Albrecht, Mrs. S. S. Smith, Mrs. Robert Harbage, Mrs. Hugh A. Staley 
and Mrs. Walter Lammers. 


FURNITURE and FIXTURE COMMITTEE . 


Mrs. C. J. Mills, Chairman; Max Shoemaker, Robert Harbage and 
Rev. George A. Brown. 


KITCHENETTE and LOUNGE COMMITTEE 


Mrs. C. J. Mills, Chairman; Mrs. G. D. Keesecker, S. S. Smith, Mrs. 
S. S. Smith, Dan Miller, Ruth Harley and Rev. George A. Brown. 


CHAPEL COMMITTEE 


The Trustee Board of 1959-’60 and the Minister: Dwight Hush, Don 
Hittle, Kenneth Pritchard, S. S$. Smith, Max Shoemaker, Paul Hannah, 
Hugh Staley, Dan Miller, G. D. Keesecker and Rev. George A. Brown. 
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Fitol MEFRQUST Gnlitth RETAOSPECT 


MEFORE the white settlers came to western Ohio, 
4 while it was still French territory, Jesuit Missionaries 
had journeyed through this area and ministered to 
the Indians. 

The first protestant sermons preached in Darke County 
were by chaplains attached to Wayne’s army. 


When the settlers started to move into western Ohio, various 
settlements were made in what is now Darke County. Event- 
ually Greenville became the largest town and when the county 
was organized, was made the county seat. Along with the set- 
tlers came the Methodist Circuit Riders. The first Methodist Cir- 
cuit was laid out along the valleys of the Miami and Mad Rivers. 

In 1818 the first Methodist Church in the county was built. 
It.was about four miles west of Greenville in Washington Town- 
ship and about one-half mile south of Winchester Road. ‘The 
old burial ground is still there. 


Greenville was placed in what was known as the Eaton Cir- 


cuit and included Eaton and Camden in Preble County, Green-* 


ville and Hillers in Darke County, Covington in Miami County, 
Concord, Union, and Germantown in Montgomery County. This 
was about 1818. Gradually the Circuits were reduced in size 
and in 1860 Greenville was made a “Station.” 


Until 1833 the Greenville 
Methodists had no regular 
meeting place. In‘1833 the 
first building was erected. It 

“was a frame church and was 
on what is now described as 
the Northwest Half of Lot 

ae Five (5), just directly across 
_ THE FIRST CHURCH Sycamore Street from the 
present church. The site was then a thicket of thorn bushes. 
Town and church continued to grow and by 1852 the Meth- 
odists were planning to build a brick church on the same lot. 

This new brick church cost $5,000.00 and the indebtedness on 

it was not retired until 1865. 

Much of the early history of the Methodist Church of Green- 
ville consists of the financial difficulties of the church. Records dis- 
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close that the church borrowed money for current expenses as 
well as for improvements. Its credit was such that it could not 
borrow it at the going rate and had to pay as much as 9%. Each 
year the church debt increased until by 1879 it amounted to 
$1,000.00. A loan of $1,000.00 was made to the church by Abram 
Gwar for five vears at 9% and the loan was secured by one of the 
members of the Official Board placing a mortgage on his farm 
to secure the payment. 


In 1870 the brick building was remodeled and enlarged. A 
large bell tower was erected and this remodeled building was 
dedicated in 1874 or 1875. 


Late in the evening of 
June 16, 1895, fire broke out 
which destroyed the Mozart 
Store, which was in the same 
block as the church. Fire 
spread to the church and the 
church and nearly all of the 
furnishings were completely 
destroyed. 


It was then determined 
to move the church across Sycamore Street on the corner where 
the present church is located and the laying of the corner stone 
of the present church took place April 21, 1896. 
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‘SECOND CHURCH — BURNED 1895 


The church was again re- 
modeled in the early 1920's by 
completing a basement under 
the entire church building 
and installing a modern kit- 
chen and heating plant. 


In 1953 the Bishop as- 
signed Calvin C. Rodeheffer 
to our church as our minister 
and it was not long until the 
Sunday School had grown to 
the extent that it was either 
necessary to enlarge the Sun- 
day School area or refuse to 
accept any more children in 
THIRD CHURCH our Sunday School. Much 


study of the situation was 
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given by the Church Trustees and the Official Board, and for a 
while consideration was given to acquiring an empty house 
which was immediately north of the church property. This 
property was purchased by Dan H. Miller, a member of the 
Official Board, and was held by him for the use of the church for 
some months while consideration was given to the project. UI- 
timately the membership of the church determined that even 
this would not serve the needs of the people and that it was 
necessary to engage upon a building program. This program 
consisted of two parts — first, the erection of an educational plant 
upon the church property, and, second, the remodeling and ren- 
ovating of the Sanctuary. The educational plant was completed 
at a cost of approximately $280,000.00 in 1958, and the remodeling 
of the Sanctuary was started in 1961 at a cost of approximately 
$85,000.00. In 1959 our present pastor, Rev. George A. Brown, 
came to us with experience as a church builder, and under the 
pastorates of Calvin C. Rodeheffer and George A. Brown the 
church has moved forward and will be a place of beauty as well 
as usefulness. 


It has been said that the only way we can judge the future 
is by the past and it was this yardstick that was used in determin- 
ing the type and size of the structure which we now have. 


Let us picture the three Methodist Churches that have been 
our places of worship in Greenville. First was the little frame 
church. It was built 125 years ago. It had one room and all 
Sunday School classes were held in this one room instead of having 
their own class rooms. The pews were benches with backs but 
not well finished. The pulpit was a platform with a desk on it. 
Heat was furnished by wood stoves. The lighting came from 
candles, later from oil lamps in brackets on the walls. No organ 
or other musical instrument was allowed in the early church. 


After a quarter of a century our members decided they 
needed a better and larger church and planned and built a brick 
one. In this, there were class rooms and a balcony over the 
rooms where other classes met. A tower was built to this church 
and a large bell hung in the tower. Good pews were placed in 
the Sanctuary and the old benches were repainted and used only 
in the balcony. The Primary Department met in a room of its 
own on Sunday mornings. Coal stoves heated the church and the 
lights were gas lights furnished by the artificial gas plant which 
existed at the end of West Main Street. In the brick church a 
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pipe organ was built. It was not electric but had to be pumped 


by hand. 


We all remember the third church, which is a part of the 
structure we are now using and we all remember the comfortable 
pews and the pipe organ that was in this church. 


In approximately 1920 the German church disbanded and 
approximately twenty families from the German church came into 
our church. 


It is interesting to note that by our form of church govern- 
ment our church has never been without a pastor, beginning with 
the year 1833. Pastors are as follows: 


1833—Francis Timmons—Ira Cass 1846—C. C. Brandebury 


1834—Jesse Prior 1847-48—Joseph Wykes 
1835—Stephen F. Corny P. R. Roseberry 
Adam Miller 1849-50—Alexander Harmount 


1836—D. D. Davidson—Martin Wolf 185]—David Rutledge 


avy . 
1837—Jesse Prior Gershom Lease 


1838—Eli Truitt 1852-53—Jacob Burkholder 
1839—Edward Williams 
1841—William Morrow 


Franklin Marriott 
McNabb 1854-55—W. W. Winters 

James McNa Patrick G. Goode 
1842-43—Samuel M. Beatty 1856-57—Oli y ay 

Eliakin Zimmerman 56-57—Oliver Kenne y 
1844—Jacob Brown P. B. Lewis 

Cadwaller Owens 1858—W. J. Peck—John T. Bowers 
1845—G. S. Phillips—C. Coleman 1859—Isaac Newton—P. B. Lewis 


(Many of the above pastors were not ordained ministers and 
it will be noticed that there was more than one minister for most 
of the years. These may have been lay ministers, as it was the 


custom for a layman to assist a regular minister on the circuit). 


Beginning with the year 1860, when Greenville became a 
station, only one minister appears for each of the years, as follows: 


1860—James W. Alderman 1877-79—L. M. Albright 
1861-62—Jacob Feghtby 1879-82—J. A. Ferguson 
1863—Fielding L. Harper 1882-84—J. L. Rushbridge 
1864—Charles Reynolds 1884-86—David Bowers 
1865—Henry E. Pilcher 1886-91—J..W. Cassatt 
1866-67—L. C. Webster 1891-95—A. N. Spahr 
1868-69—Amos Wilson 1895-1901—Charles L. Conger 
1870—H. S. Bradley 1901-04—Alpheus B. Austin 
1871-74—Arkinson Berry 1904-06—C. W. Elliott 


1874-77—Andrew J. Fish 1906—C. H. Haines (4 months) 
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1906-10—A. L. Brokaw 1926-29—G. A. Scott 


1910-13—C. C. Peale 1929-34—W. P. Clark 
1913-15—Merrick E. Ketcham 1934-42—Harry J. Holcombe 
1915-18—S. R. Dunham 1942-48—C. W. Black 
1918-23—Wilbur A. Vorhis 1948-53—Stanley W. Wiant 
1923-26—W. N. Shank 1953-59—Calvin C. Rodeheffer 


1959—George A. Brown 


The first parsonage was a house on West Fourth Street pur- 
chased in 1848. In 1865 this house was sold and another one 
bought for $2,500.00, but shortly this one was exchanged for an- 
other on the lot of the present parsonage. AIl of these parson- 
ages were in the same block. The first house on the present lot 
was a frame building which, in 1882, was enclosed in brick. In 
1903 this old house was torn down and the present parsonage 
was built. 


The research necessary to produce the facts for this retro- 
spection was done by Miss Elizabeth Lynch, and to her the con- 
gregation Owes a debt of gratitude for preserving for posterity 
something of the problems of our early ancestors. 


Early records show that in the early part of the history of 
our community, Methodists were not accepted in all society, but 
were considered to be a sect which had peculiarities apart from 
all other denominations. Because of this at the early Methodist 
meetings it was not unusual for trouble to ensue, as it was the 
opinion of some that the Methodists should not be permitted to 
organize a society in this community. 


Our present position in the community indicates how well 
our early forefathers overcame these obstacles. 

The past we have — the future is ours to make, but no matter 
how fine the building or how well accepted we are in the com- 
munity, this isn’t worth the price we have paid unless we grow 
in grace and spirit and set the example for others to likewise 


grow. 


Hucu A. STALEY 


EuizABETH LYNCH 
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MEMORIALS AND SPECIAL G1 


THE CHAPEL: The Chapel pews are the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh 
Staley and Mr. and Mrs. Earl Hittle. The Carpet was presented by C. J. 
Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Chester Miller and Mr. and Mrs. William Miller. The 
Communion Rail is the gift of Mrs. Effie B. King as a memorial to her par- 
ents, Jesse W. Baird and Mary Ellen Bush Baird. The Lectern was_pre- 
sented by Mrs. W. F. McFarland. All lights are the gift of Mr. and. Mrs. 
Paul Shultz. The Organ was presented by Mr. and Mrs. G. D. Keesecker. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Miller and son Andy presented the Pulpit as a memorial 
to Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Bunger. The Pulpit Scarf is the gift of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Myers. The Chancel Chairs are the gift of Mr. Charles Mathews 
in memory of his wife, Emma E. Mathews. The Wainscoting was pre- 
sented by the Dan Miller family. Mr. and Mrs. Carl Stoner presented the 
Baptismal Font as a memorial to their son, Mike. The Candelabras were 


presented by Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Post and Mrs. Robert Riegel. The — 


Altar, Canopy and Cloth is a memorial to Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Ungericht, 
the gift of the family. The Altar Cross and Candlesticks are a memorial 
to a former pastor, Rev. Stanley Wiant. The Altar Bible was presented 
by Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Henninger. The Altar Missal Stand is the gift 
of Mr. and Mrs. John D. Raudabaugh. Mrs. C. A. Houser and Dennis are 
the donors of the Lectern Bible Bookmarker. The Chapel Bible was pre- 


sented by Rev. and Mrs. Donald Timerman and daughter Lois Ann Timer-. 


man in memory of Mrs. Timerman’s parents, Rev. and Mrs. Oliver Perry 
Hoffman. The Hymnals were presented by Mrs. George Smith, Miss 
Ruby Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. kenneth Pritchard, Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Brooks, 


Virginia, Barbara and David Brown, Mr.. and Mrs. David Lindstrom, Mrs.., 


Lettis Knuehl, the Fourth Grade children of the 1959 Church School. Junior. 
Department, Mrs. James Martz, Miss Effa Cottrell, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Karschner, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Winterrowd, Mr. and Mrs. Everett Heath, 
Mrs. Mabel Oswalt, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Loy, Miss Thelma Faught, Mr. and 
Mrs. Raper Nelson, and Class No. 6. 4 ‘ 


THE LOUNGE: The Fumiture for the Lounge was presented by The 


Amicitia Fellowship, The Triangle Class, The Wesley Class, Methodist . 


Couplettes, Class No. 6, The Semper Fidelis Fellowship, and Mrs. Effie B. 


King. The Altar Picture is the gift of Mrs. E. A. Rodeheffer. The Altar . 


Bible was presented by Mr. A. R. Plessinger in memory of his wife, Maude. 
The Planter for the Lounge is the gift of Mr. and Mrs. William C. McVay. 
The Study Club and Mrs. E. A. Rodeheffer gave the Lounge Drapes. 


VARIOUS OTHERS: The Narthex Picture, “The Descent’ of Christ,” 
is the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Warren. The Narthex Picture, “The 
Head of Christ,” is the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Crump and Mrs. William 
Crump in memory of William E. Crump. The Men’s Choir Room Mirror 


was presented by Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Livingston. Mr. and Mrs. Glenn. 
Hartzell gave the Mirror for the Ladies’ Choir Room. The Ground Floor | 
Ladies’ Room is the gift of the Wesleyan Service Guild. The Wesley Tea , 
Room Furniture was presented by Mr. and Mrs. S. S. Smith. The Tea Cart ~ 
in The Wesley Tea Room is the gift of Miss Ruth Baker. The Hummal . 


Prints in the Primary Department were, presented by Mr. and Mrs. M. E. 
Stoner in memory of their grandson, Mike Stoner. The Narthex Couches 


are the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Henderson Albright and the Wesley Fellowship . 
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THE SANCTUARY: The Pulpit Bible was presented by Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe Armstrong in memory of Joe’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Armstrong. 
The Altar, Canopy and Drapes are the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Keck 
in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Otto Keck, the parents of Paul J. Keck. The 
Lectern was presented by Mrs. C. J. Mills in memory of her husband, Dr. 
C. J. Mills. The Baptismal Font is the gift of Mrs. George F. Taylor in 
memory of her mother Mrs. Emma D. Summerville, and her husband George 
F. Taylor. The Pulpit was presented by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Breaden 
as a memorial to Mrs. Breaden’s father, Dr. C. J. Mills. The Pipe Organ has 
been set apart as a memorial to Mr. and Mrs. George F. Taylor. The Organ 
Chimes are the gift of Mrs. Horace Ballinger in memory of her husband, 
Horace Ballinger. The Altar Cross was presented by Miss Fairie Green. 
Mrs. Romie Burns donated the Altar Candelsticks. The Altar Flower Vases 
were given by Mrs. Minnie Brown. The Altar Flower Basket was pre- 
sented by Mr. and Mrs. John D. Raudabaugh. Mrs. Harry Neiswonger 
presented the Altar Microphone in memory of her husband, Harry, and sons 
Hugh Eugene and Billy Eldon Neiswonger. The Altar Bible is the gift 
of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hanes. The Altar Missal Stand was presented by 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Hunt in memory of their son Joe Wesley Hunt. Mr. 
and Mrs. G. D. Keesccker presented the Lectern Scarf in memory of Mrs. 
Keesecker’s mother, Mrs. Georgiana Gregg-Huff, and the Pulpit Scarf in 
memory of Mrs. Keesecker’s father, the Rev. Thomas J. Gregg. The Pulpit 
and Lectern Hymnals are the gift of Miss Effa Cottrell. The Organ Hymnal 
was presented by Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Brooks. The Communion Service 
Center was presented by Mrs. O. P. King in memory of her husband, O. P. 
King. The Chancel Screens and Gates are a memorial to Luella Hetsler 
and her son, Glenn. The Communion Prie Dieu is the gift of The Sauder 
Manufacturing Company. Two Chancel Chairs were presented by Mr. and 
Mrs. John D. Raudabaugh. Two Chancel Chairs were given by Mr. and 
Mrs. Homer Huston in memory of Mrs. Huston’s parents, Edward F. and 
Laura Jefferis. Two Bulletin Tables were given by Mrs. George Barnhardt 
in memory of George Barnhardt, her husband. The Brass Chancel Candel- 
abra Set was presented by Mr. and Mrs, Harold Gibble and Dianne in mem- 
ory of George Allen Gibble. The Lectern and Pulpit Lights were given by 
Mr. and Mrs. James Heath in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Everett Heath. 
The Pew Reservation Ropes were presented by Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Schafer. The Guest Book Stand is the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Lam- 
mers and Mrs. Ralph Lammers. The Sanctuary Clock was presented by 
Mr. and Mrs. William Van Bebber. The Outside Bulletin Board was pre- 
sented by the Amicitia Class. 


In memory of Miss Ruby Thomas, Three Hymnals were presented 
by Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Hartzell and Mrs. Jack Carpenter, 18 by Dr, and 
Mrs. S: F. Ridings, 5 by Dr. and Mrs. Maurice Kane, 5 by Mrs. Nancy 
Reutor and Mrs. Nettie Power, and 2 by Mr. and Mrs. Doyle Armstrong. 
Mrs. Albert Jones gave two hymnals in memory of her husband, Albert. 
Mrs. John Moores presented five hymnals in memory of her father, John A. 
Harless. Miss Thelma Faught gave six hymnals in memory of her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. I. A. Faught. Twelve hymnals were presented by Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Kern in memory of Mr. and Mrs. M. E. Kern. Mrs. William F. 
Skidmore gave five hymnals in memory of Mrs. Georgiana Huff. Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Polei gave five hymnals in memory of their infant daughter. Mrs. 
O. A. Overholser gave two hymnals in memory of her husband, the Rev. O. A. 
Overholser. Eight hymnals were presented anonymously. Others presen- 
ting hymnals were — 6 by Mrs. L. L. Lonas, 1 by Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Wright, 
5 by Miss Gertrude Adams, 1 by David Raudabaugh, 1 by Bill Raudabaugh, 
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3 by Miss Lucile Bickel, 35 by Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Pritchard, 200 by 
Mrs. Horace Ballinger, 10 by Mrs. George Barnhardt, 10 by Ist Sgt. and 
Mrs. Donald Neiswonger, and 5 by Mr. and Mrs. John J. Raudabaugh. 


This booklet is the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Harold R. Jobes in memory of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank H. Jobes, who for many years were active in the 
life and service of this Church. 


Those who donated time and material, who painted, made drapes, did 
carpenter work, laid tile, etc.. are “an endless line of splendor.” Their 
names are so many we would not dare to attempt to list them. They were 
glad to serve. Their names are recorded in the “Lamb’s Book of Life.” 


MeMURIAL WIIUUS IFIRST METHODIST CHURCH 


The memorial windows in our church were given at the time the church 
was built in 1897. The donors of these memorials are now dead and the 
memory of their gifts and sacrifices will be lost to posterity unless they 
are now recorded. 


Some of the donors of these windows have left businesses which are 
still in existence and the mention of these businesses is not in any way to 
be considered an endorsement thereof, but merely for the purpose of iden- 
tity. 

ONE: Large window on the west side of the church which was re- 
moved from Fourth Street: This window was given by William S. Turpen 
in memory of sister Melinda Turpen, a charter member, Mari Barrett, a 
charter member, Mother Hubbard Turpen, a charter member, and his wife, 
Margaret Hunter Turpen. William S. Turpen was a successful business 
man in Greenville and a man of substance. At one time he was the owner 
of what was known as the Turpen House, which was razed this summer to 
make room for the new G.’C. Murphy Store. Mrs. Margaret McKnight 
is a grand niece of William S. Turpen.; ; 


TWO: West window on Fourth Street: This window was given in 
memory of Rev. C. L. and Mrs. Eva M. Conger. Rev. Conger was the 
minister of the congregation at the time the church was built in 1897 and 
1898. 


THREE: Large window on Sycamore Street: This was given in 
memory of “My beloved husband, Augustus F. Koop.” Augustus F. Koop 
was a successful business man in the city and a man of much means. He 
organized and started what is now the Duffey Hardware Company. Mr. 
J. P. Duffey acquired the hardware company from him and the George S. 
Werner family acquired the hardware company from Mr. Duffey. All of 
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these people during their lifetime, were very active in the church. Mr. 
Koop was also president and cashier of the Second National Bank for many 
years. He built the house which later becaine the Winfred S. Rosser home 
on West Main Street, which was razed a few years ago. This home at one 
time was the most auspicious home in the city. 


FOUR. First small window on Sycamore Street: This is in memory 
of William J. Birley and Elizabeth Birley. William J. Birley was the 
owner of the lot where the church now stands and he lived and raised his 
family on this lot. He ran a lime kiln near Bear’s Mill. Mrs. Sylvea 
Wellbaum, who is a granddaughter, lives in the city and every year remem- 
bers her parents, who were also members of our congregation, by placing 
flowers upon the altar. , 


FIVE: The second window on Sycamore Street is in memory of Rev. 
and Mrs. J. W. Cassatt. Rev. Cassatt had been a minister of the congre- 
gation prior to the fire which destroyed the old church and when he retired 
he lived in Greenville and was a member of the church. Mrs. Helen Mar- 
tin’s husband, Cassatt Martin, was named for him. 


SIX: The third small window on Sycamore Street is in memory of 
Father and Mother Miesse by their loving daughter, Mrs. M. A. Sorber. 
Dr. Miesse was very influential in the community during the latter part of 
the 19th century and one of his daughters married Augustus F. Koop. Mrs. 
George A. Katzenberger is a descendant of Dr. Miesse and lives in Greenville. 


SEVEN: The east window in the lounge: This window is in memory 
of W. B. Hough’s class. Mr. Hough was a substantial business man and 
owned and operated what is now the Littman Insurance Agency. His safe 
is still part of the equipment of this agency. It was later acquired by J. L. 
Selby, who, likewise was a constant and active member of the church. 


EIGHT: The second window in the lounge is in memory of Dr. 
Lynch’s-class. Dr. Lynch was a prominent physician in the community 
and always taught a class of men. Miss Elizabeth Lynch is his daughter. 


NINE: The third window in the lounge is in memory of Mrs. Jami- 
son’s class The Jamisons were prominent and substantial people in the 
community. Mr. James J. Martz was a relative of the Jamisons. The 
Jamison family now lives in Cleveland. 


TEN: The fourth window in the lounge is in memory of Miss Kunkle’s 
class. Miss Alice Kunkle was, for many years, the financial secretary of our 
church and is remembered by the older members of the church as a very 
faithful and constant member. She always taught a class of women. 


ELEVEN: The bells which hang in the tower were placed there in 
1907, after the indebtedness of the church had been retired. They were 
donated to the church by Mrs. Sophia A. Koop, the widow of Augustus F. 
Koop. The bells did not arrive during her lifetime and were installed by 
her Executor, Winfred S. Rosser, whose wife was a Miesse. At the time of 
the installation of the bells Rev. A. L. Brokaw was the pastor, Z. T. Dorman 
was the president of the trustees, and J. J. Martz was the secretary. The 
other trustees were R. B. Jamison, George W. Mace, William Thompson, 
John Whiteley, Edward Martin, J. W. Hartzell, and A. J. Mider, 
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THe CaurRcH 


“God builds no churches. By His Plan 

That labor has been left to man. 

No spires miraculously arise; 
No little mission from the skies 

Fall on the bleak and barren place 
To be a source of strength and grace. 

The humblest church demands its price 
In human toil and sacrifice.” ~~ 


“The humblest spire in mortal ken 

Where God abides was built by man. 
And if the Church is still to grow 

Is still the light of hope to throw 
Across the valley of despair, | 

Men still must build God’s House of Prayer. 
God sends no churches from the skies... .. 

Out of our hearts they must arise.” 


—Epcar A. Guest 
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The first Methodist Church of Greenville, Ohio 
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DEDICATION SeRVICES 


NOTE-BURNING SUNDAY — — October 9th 
9:30 A.M. 


Sermon by Dr. Harold F. Kellogg 
District Superintendent 


Dayton District of the Methodist Church 
1 


HOME - PIE SUNDAY — — October 16th 
9:30 A.M. 


Seekeo by Rey Calvin C. Rodeheffer 


| Former Pastor 
: District Superintendent 
‘Portsmouth District of the Methodist Church 


Carry in Dinner at noon in Fellowship Hall 


FORMER PASTORS. SUNDAY As = October 23rd 
| il 9:30 ALM. ee peeve ea 


4 i iSerbn ey Rev ‘George! i Brown eure 
“Pastor of the First Methodist Church, ‘London, Ohio - 


? - Asstted bi "Rev: Wilbur “A. Vorhis © 
reed — . Columbus, Ohio 


Tiber _ October 30th 


Be: 5 
SD | I's 


ae ‘Ph. D., D.D., LL.D. L.H.D., Litt D. 


Lisegy by Dr. "Harold F. . Kellogg of | i 2 
ae ' ‘District Superintendent i. 
Dayton District of the nares Church 


Pastor — Rev. Donald R. Yocom. 


AY “Corfe Hotere in the Lounge will immediately follow 
' the Dedication at which time we may all meet 
Bishop Ensley. 


"Sermon by ‘Bishop 1 Ee Gerald Eosey be ei es | 
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Pastors rough Ine time of the Building Project 


REV. CALVIN C. RODEHEFFER REV. GEORGE A. BROWN 
Pastor when project Pastor when sanctuary was 
_ ‘was begun. completed & Consecrated. 


REV. DONALD R. YOCOM ! 
Pastor at time of Dedication. 


2355 


~ Dedication Committee 


MR HUGH A. STALEY, Chatrman 

MRS. DWIGHT WELSH, President Woman’s Society of Christion Service 
MR. ARTHUR HALLEY, President Methodist Men 

- MR. EARL HITTLE, Lay- Leader 

MR. WILLIAM SHREVES, Chairman of the Board of Trustees 

MR. RICHARD GOWER, Church Schoo! Superintendent 

MR. LAWRENCE STEPHENS 

MISS MILDRED WOGOMAN 

REV. DONALD R. YOCOM 


( Building Committees were all listed in the Consecration Service booklet ) 
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The first Methodist Church of Greenville, Ohio 
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i eS aN N’ January 1962, the Consecration Commnittes pre- 

~ | pared an etrcle “First Methodist ‘Church | in Re- 
se ea trospect;” and although it. may be necessary to 
sex "repeat some of the matters contained in ‘that article, 


si “Tt tis not our intention to be unduly repetitious. 


While western, “Ohio was still French territory, the Jesuit 
missionaries ministered to the Indians. Probably chaplains at- 


- tached to Wayne's any preeched the first Protestant sermon in’ 


Darke County. 


As settlers moved into western “Ohio, many settlements were 
made in. Darke County. Greenville became the largest; and when 
the county was' organized, became the county seat. The Method- 
ist circuit riders came with the settlers. The first Methodist cir- 
cuits were laid out along the Miami and Mad Rivers. | 

The first Methodist church in the county was built in 1818. 
It was located in Washington Township about four miles west of 
Greenville and one-half mile south of Winchester Road (State 
Route 509). It was known as Hillers. The old burial ground is 
still there. 


In 1812, John Devor received land by grant from the Pres- 
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ident of the United States. Part of this land is a lot in Greenville 
known as the Old Grave Yard Lot which was deeded by John 
Devor on the 15th day of July, 1818, to the trustees of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. This deed was held by the church 
until 1965 when it was deeded to the City of Greenville, Ohio for 
park purposes. 


“pars. SOPHIA Koor’s SUNDAY SCHOOL . CLASS of 1888. 


ipsa ‘Smith, Dottie ptlerrel: Bessie Hough, Romie Smith and Mrs. - Koop 
Feber oe 1: Se ' 
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Hie 1818, ‘Greenville was etnleced on the Eaton circut which i in- 
cluded Eaton’ ‘and Camden in Preble County; Greenville. and 
Hillers’ in Darke’: County; Covington in Miami County; and 
Concord, Union and Germantown in Montgomery County. 


Shortly before 1860, Greenville was made a circuit ‘with only 
Coletown, on ‘the jcircuit. In 1860, Coletown Church was aban- 
doned and Greenville became a station: Ke 


In 1833, Willian: Oliver: living about six, miles North of 
Greenville, organized the first Methodist class. A frame church 
was erected on Lot 5 directly across Sycamore Street from the 
present ‘church building. This lot was then a thicket of thorn 
bushes. It is interesting to note the history of the church, as 
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follows: “In 1835 the building of the First Methodist Church in 
Greenville was commenced and was determined upon from the 
following circumstances. One Isaac Jay, being rasied a Quaker, 
but feeling that a greater work had to be done than was laid by 
the requirements of that church, and having g previous to this year, 
identified himself with the Methodist Episcopal Church, deter- 
mined to “purchase the present church lot, to wit; being the 
northwest half of Lot No. Five (5) in Greenville, and have 
erected theron a suitable church building. He was induced to 
make the purchase from a deep impression made upon his mind 
by a dream in which he supposed he saw a flock of sheep, sur- 
rounded by a-pack of wolves : the sheep in their flight, fled to 
the open space upon which the church was afterward erected, 
the same being surrounded by a thicket of thorn bushes. There 
the sheep made a stand and by a united effort, drove the wolves 
away. Brother Jay’s interpretation of the dream was that the 
sheep represented the’ Methodist, the wolves, their enemies and 
oppressors : that as sheep had been successful ; in like manner 
the banner of the cross unfurled upon that spot, would, eventu- 
ally prove victorious over every foe.” It is interesting to note 
that at that time, the record discloses that a decision was made to 


oy erect the church on this lot rather than on the “Old Grave Yard 


Lot” which was located on East Water Street. 


By 1852 ‘the town. had grown and the Methodists planned 
to auld. eN brick: church: on the same lot. This cost $5,000.00. 
William Bireley' bought the frame church building and moved it 
across the. Street. The congregation continued to use it t until the 
new. building: was completed. 


"The records of the church disclose many financial difficulties, 
some of which’ were solved by action of the annual conference. 


Tn 1870 | a : bell tower was added. The church was remodeled 
At a calirpedlt This building was dedicated August 29, 1875, wat 
Rev. A Maine ‘preaching the dedication sermon. 


The first loss by fire to the church occurred October 9, 1883, 
tos was ‘estimated. at $32.25 and was promptly paid by the 
insurance company. 


In F ebruary, 1891, \ we had our second loss by fire amounting 
to $300.00. This fire caught from the furnace in the basement. 
After this fire, the church was heated by’ stoves. 


On the evening of June 16, 1895, the city of Create. was 
visited’ by the’ ed fire ever occuring in its history. The fire 
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started in-a stable and spread to the business roomis' of Dr. 
Matchett, The Mozart Hall, Huddle Block and the Methodist 
Church. | - The ‘pulpit stand, organ, and a tev books were all that 
were. saved from the’ ruins. if boca 
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It was resolved to build a new church but to ee it on ‘Lot 


No. 4 which is the” ‘comer, lot. ‘where the Present redifice now 
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stands. The new church was built costing $30,975.00. The corner 
stone was laid on April 21, 1896 and was dedicated in 1897. 


In 1900 a Third Anniversary Bulletin was issued, the church 
being organized in 1833 and dedicated in 1897. 
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standing Left t to” Right — ia 
ee fs 4} 7 
Dr. ‘Charles 'C! Peale et Mrs. Charles Davenport | 
_ | . Robert Peale i+» lona Wogaman (Mann)! 
4 a Norman: oY pecle Marguerite Hough enmetal 
piedy: Devengort (Grembavah) ' 


_ (Picture taken in » Parsonage ) 
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“Walter Mider 


This bulletin shows the accessions to the church during the 
year 1900. Of those taken into full membership, we find the 
familiar names of Charles Matthews, Emma Matthews and Lucile 
Bickel. 
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It may be thought that the early circuit riders were unedu- 
cated exhorters. This was not the case. Adam Miller was one 
of the circuit rider that served this church in 1835, and in the 
Third Anniversary Bulletin of the church the following item 
appeared: “Dr. Adam Miller, who was pastor of our church 65 
years ago, was 90 years of age on the 27th of January, 1900. 
°°°At the age cf 87, Dr. Miller took the degree of Doctor of 
Philosphy at the University of Chicago and passed his exami- 
nation with high honors.” 


During the pastorate of Rev. Wilbur A. Vorhis in 1920 or 
1921, the church was remodeled by completing a basement under 
the entire church building and installing a modern kitchen and 
heating plant. 


In October, 1947, during the ministry of C. W. Black, there 
was a re-dedication of the church, celebration of the 50th Anni- 
versary of the present church structure and the 117th year of 
Methodism in Greenville. At that time a new carpet was placed 
over the entire sanctuary. The Bishop at that time was H. Lester 
Smith and the District Superintendent was Dr. John W. Danford. 


“2 CORNERSTONE LAYING 


In 1953, Dr. Calvin C. Rodeheffer was assigned as pastor of 
our church and served until 1959. It was under his pastorate the 
present structure was inspired and designed. The educational 
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branch was completed at a cost of approximately $280,000.00 
in 1958 and the sanctuary remodeling was started in 1961 and 
together with the organ, cost approximately $100,000.00. This 
was done under the pastorate of Rev. George A. Brown. 


On two different occasions, bonds totaling $110,000.00 were 
signed by the various members of the congregation as pledging 
themselves to the extent of $1,000.00 in the event the indebted- 
ness of the church was not paid. 


In 1966, during the pastorate of Rev. Donald R. Yocom, the 
church was entirely freed of its indebtedness. 


“It! is only a coincidence that the only remaining former 
pastors living today are those who were engaged in the building 
program of the church. Those pastors are: Rev. Wilbur Vorhis, 
pastor from 1918 to 1923; Dr. Calvin C. Rodeheffer, pastor from 
1953 to 1959; and Rev. George Brown, pastor from 1959 to 1964. 
These three men are responsible for the Twentieth Century 
structure which we now have. Their labors were indeed stren- 
uous and posterity has much for which to thank these men. - 


_ Dr. Norman V. Peale spent three years of his boyhood in 
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this church when his father, C. C. Peale, was pastor from 1910 
to 1913. Dr. Peale has writen the following reminiscing state- 
ments for this record. 


“| have very happy memories of Greenville First Methodist 
Church of which my father was pastor about 1910-13, or there- 
abouts. | recall watching the building of the Memorial Hall across 
the street and of reading one morning, to my horror, of the sinking 
of the great ship, Titanic. 


Once im church | was fooling with a watch belonging to my 
father, an old-fashioned watch with a gold cover, which unfortun- 
ately snapped shut. It happened to come during a pause in Dad’s 
sermon, and it sounded like a pistol shot. He stopped, and completely 
unaware of who did this, proceeded to say that if anyone was trying 
to hasten his sermon along, he would speak as long as he. felt 
moved to do so. 


The church had some very wonderful members whom I recall 
with affection.” 


{ 
! 


Norman Vincent Peale | 


The great deeds and interesting“ incidents of the past of this 
church are not all revealed here but we have endeavored to 
make ourselves more conscious of the past. 
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Additional Words from Your Pastor 


We have purposely omitted mentioning living laymen in this 
history for special praise in this project, since this has been a 
team victory. However, in the consecration booklet a complete 
list of memorials was given, to which we add the following gifts 
since that time : 


— Paraments for altar, pulpit & lectern 
given by Mrs. Horace Ballinger in memory of her husband 


Pulpit and lectern covers 
given by Mrs. G. D. Keesecker in memory of her parents 


. — Red Pastor’s stole _ 
given by Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Dorris in honor of their children 


Acolyte robes 
given by Mr. Dewey Keesecker, Mr. Earl Hittle, and Miss Fairie 
Green 


Sanctuary clock 
given by Mr. & Mrs. Carl Albrecht 


— American and Christian Flags 
given in anemory, of Miss Elizabeth Lynch, by her nieces : 
aay < Mrs. Haniet Be Suffich and Mrs. Mary L. ee 


Drapes for the’ two front windows of the” ‘sanctuary Lone 
ap ena yons gift : 


“Funds were received from the followme estates, poy applies to the 
j indebtedness : SS Be nisi 
“George Wemer — $3,000. Se 
} William Wemer — $ 10,000. cae 
G. Glenn Hetsler — $22,000. : 

ma DS yee) Mrs. George Taylor —, $85,000. ©: 
eerie ry Clifford Post — $4,000. 


«First Werhecict Church, located downtown in eee alle 
ends ready to serve its membership and community with ade- 
quate facilities for these days. We believe the expenditure of 
- time and money for this project has been justified; when we 
observe the excellent spirit of cooperation and the good attend- © 
ance at the variety of functions of the church. 


id We offer ourselves as well as this building in jeieagon to 
the Ne of God. 


Rev. Donaxtp R. Yocoar 
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FRANCIS GERALD ENSLEY 
HAROLD F. KELLOGG 


DONALD R, YOCOM 


-. .. : MINISTERS 
_. of this Methodist Church 


D.D., PhD., LL.D. — Resident Bishop 
Ohio West Area of the Methodist Church 


veri District Superintendent 
Dayton District of the Methodist Church 


Pastor 
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DAY OF DEDICATION 


ER UDRe Grand Partita in DD: Vos pris __ Pasquini 


a Vernaine Keesecker, Organist 


MINISTRY OF THE ACOLYTES 
Stephen Olwine & Carl Fair 


MINISTERS’ PROCESSIONAL _ Ringing of the Bell 


THE CALL TO WORSHIP — ( The Pa a Seay will Stand ye 
Pastor — Surely the Lord is in this place! - 


Congregation — This is none other than the. House of Cod, 
the gate of Heaven ! 
Pastor —; ; Goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life. 


Congregation a And I will dwell in the House of the Lord forever ! 


THE INVOCATION — (By the Pastor ) | 


HYMN NO. 71 = “All Hail the Power of Jesus Name” 


THE APOSTLES’ CREED’ — : a 


I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Hoven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; the third day He rose from the dead; He as- 
cended into Heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Al- 
mighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Catholic Church, the Communion of 


saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life 
ev erlasting. Amen. 


( The Congregation May Be Seated ) 
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VOCAL SOLO — “This Is My Commandment” -___. Hamblen 


Mr. Verle Hiatt, Soloist 


THE PSALTER ( Responsively ) NO. 561 — 
“The Earth Is the Lord’s” 


THE GLORIA PATRI — 
( The Congregation will stand Only for singing ) 


THE SCRIPTURE LESSON — 


Psalm 84: 1-4; Matthew 16: 18-18 __.. Dr. Harold F. Kellogg 
THE PASTORAL PRAY Reet ee eee Dr Harold: F, Kellogg 


THE LORD’S PRAYER — (In Unison ) 
Choral Response by the Senior Choir 


THE ANNOUNCEMENTS and RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP 
THE OFFERING OF TITHES and GIFTS 


ANTHEM — “Tet Us ‘Singijtoithe Lordy 2 =e = Emig 
¥ a robined Jones Bd Youth Choirs — Directed by Mrs. Robert meee 


DOXOLOGY. = (The Congregation will. ‘stand ) 


DEDICATION “OF. ‘OFF ERING - 
| A The ‘Congregation will pleased be seated afterwards ) 


THE CHARGE TO THE CHURCH Bae mics S08 We Harold ro Kellogg 


THE PRESENTATION pet vacate 
of the New’ fedncational Building and Remodeled Sancraer 
Pee ate u Mr. Hugh A. Staley, Chairman Building Committee 


THE ACCEPTANCE and DEDICATION SERMON i 
; hee Pay seas *! Bishop Francis rad Ensley 


ANTHEM a “The ne ofthe; Lord 7.8 a Charles 
aaah _ Senior Choir — Directed by Mrs. L. E. Beavins 


THE ACT OF ‘DEDICATION ets ee, ered F. Kellogg 


‘Si. . Beloved: in the Lord, we rejoice that God has put it into the hearts of 

His people to build this educational building and remodel this sanctuary 
to the glory of His Name. Let us therefore solemnly dedicate this place 
to its proper and sacred uses. 


( The Congregation will stand ) 
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( Yorvmve Mirae seovtnalyaygene')) aadT ye 


To the glory of God, the Father, who has called"us by His Grace; 
To the honor of His Son, who loved us and gave Himself for us; 
To the praise of the Holy Spirit, who illumines and sanctifies us; 


Congregation — WE DEDICATE THIS BUILDING. 


For the worship of God in prayer and praise; 
For the preaching of the everlasting Gospel; 
For the celebration of the holy Sacraments; 


Congregation — WE DEDICATE THIS BUILDING. 


For the blessing of family life; 
For the purpose of Chistian educational activities : 
_. - the training of the mind as well as the conversion of the soul - 


Congregation — WE DEDICATE THIS BUILDING. 


' For social ‘and recreational programs vital to the life of the church; 
For community service consistent with a house of divine worship: 
- in order that the extension of the Kingdom of God may be felt 
in every phase of living - 
Congregation — WE DEDICATE THIS BUILDING. 


In the unity of the faith; 
In the bond of Christian brotherhood; 
In rarer ct goodwill to all; 


Congregation =_ WE DEDICATE THIS BUILDING. 


In eae fox the labors. of all who love and serve this church; 
In loving remembrance of: those who have finished their course; 
In the a of a blessed immortality through Jesus Christ our Lord; 


Congregation - EWE DEDICATE THIS BUILDING. 


In aise _ WE, NOW, the people of this church and piererscem 
aia about with a great cloud of witnesses, grateful for our heritage, 
in recognition of the sacrifices of our fathers in the faith; do dedicate our- 
selves anew to ‘the: worship and ‘service of Almighty God; through Jesus 
Chast our Lord. A 4 Amen. 


* 
$4 


HYMN NO. $52 ab : “ Come, O Thou God of Grace” 
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BENEDICTION rey By the Pastor ) 

ae mt The Congregation will please be canted ) 
THE MINISTRY OF. THE ‘ACOLYTES —_- - nace a Ss _ Chimes 
MINISTERS’ RECESSIONAL 


POSTLUDEI<qaHalleluiah Chorus” 20 _. Handel 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


A “COFFEE HOUR” will follow in the lounge, when we all may meet 
Bishop and Mrs. Ensley, and the other officiating ministers and their wives. 


e sc ° s ° 


Greeters for today were Mr. and Mrs. Earl Hittle, layleader and wife. 


e ° ° ° ° 


Flowers on the alter today were given to the glory of God and the beauty 
of His sanctuary by the Amicitia Class. 


° e =~) ° ° 


This service will be broadcast today (by tape recording ) on radio station 
WDRK -FM, Greenville, beginning at 11 a.m. All four Sunday Services in the 
Dedication ' period of October have been recorded and will be available on 
records at a later date. Look for special announcement. 


se sc OF s e ° 
- Lael 


Services next Runde | follaw the normal schedule: 


4 Woship Service — 9:30 am. (Nursery and Kindergarten provided ) 
ae fe Sermon ‘= —. “The Quartet That Raised the Roof!” - Mark 2:8-12 + 
rf © Children’s Classes =! 10: 00 a.m. 


fone aoe iatien to all those who, along with the Dedication iGommittes! 
have made ‘this “‘a'day to be remembered”. We are grateful to Mr. David 
Brust of Jobes | ‘and: Son, Printers for the eeeclicnt printing of these ie 
and of our. or, hustorical b booklet. 


et 8 ° e ° 
ge PAK st 5 
DEDICATION. COMMITTEE | TRUSTEES | § 
Mr. ‘Hugh: AL Staley, chairman Mr. William C. Shreves, chairman 
_ Mr, Earl Hittle’ : Mr. Lloyd Williams 
Mr. William C.' Shreves Mr. Robert Britt 
Mr. Lawrence Stephens Mr. Dwight Welsh 
Mr. Arthur Halley . Mr. John D. Raudabaugh 
Mrs. Dwight Welsh _ Mr. Dwight Hush 
Miss Mildren Wogoman Mr. Arthur Halley 
Pastor... Be Mr. Hugh A. Staley 


Mr. Max Shoemaker ~ 
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ABOUT OUR SPEAKER 


BISHOP ENSLEY 


Bishop Francis Gerald Ensley is the resident Bishop of the Ohio 
West Area of the Methodist Church. A native of Ohio, Bishop Ensley 
graduated from Ohio Wesleyan and Boston Universities, and holds 
honorary degrees from eight institutions of higher education. He 
taught homiletics for six years at Boston University’s School of Theo- 
logy; and was pastor of the North Broadway Methodist Church of 
Columbus, Ohio, when elected bishop in 1952. 


Known interdenominationally and world-wide as- Chairman of 
the Methodist Commission on Ecumenical Affairs, Bishop Ensley is a 
member of the Executive Committee of the World Methodist Council, 
and a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches.’ Ohio Northern University, in the light of these facts, con- 
ferred on him the degree of “Doctor of Ecumenics | ” in 1965. 


Bishop Ensley has authored several books including vain Wesley, 
Evangelist; and Persons Can Change. He is in great demand in the 
pulpit; as evidenced by the acclaim given him for his address before 
the World Methodist Conference at London, England in August of 
this year. It is an honor to have our Episcopal leader with us to 
bring the Dedication address on this “DAY OF DEDICATION.” 
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